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Chessington World of 
Adventures opened as a 
theme park in 1987. What 
made Chessington unique 
was that it was the first 
‘theme park’ in the country. 
The park featured heavy 
theming, the British 
Disneyland as some 
dubbed it. The themed 
adventures to countries 
around the world is what 
made Chessington so 
unique and successful. 









Dragon River opened with the park in 1987 and was a staple 
attraction at the time. Featuring a dragon’s mouth tunnel and 
the final drop through the eastern ruins, it really was to be 
seen to be believed!
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Beanoland opened at Chessington in 
the year 2000 as a replacement to 
the former Circus World. The area 
displayed a wide variety of theming 
as well as four rides by the time it 
closed in 2009.

Did you know.. The treehouse and the 
fountain were both re-themed into 
Wild Asia and still remain to this day!



Old Crooks Rally opened with the park in 1987 and was latter 
re-themed to Toadies Crazy Cars, operated up until 2019. In 
2020, the ride system was replaced by a near identical system 
for its re-opening as Jungle Rangers in 2020.



“We believe it’s been on the resort since pre-theme park 
years. The Zoo opened in 1931 so it’s part of the old 
estate when it was just the zoo.”





The Vampire opened in 1990 as the park’s staple attraction. 
The ride was built by Arrow Dynamic and was later 
refurbished by Vekoma and runs as it does, still to this day!



Smugglers Galleon opened in 1988 as part of the Smugglers 
Cove land. The ride was later re-named Black Buccaneer before 
closing in 2018. The ride was later replaced by the Blue Barnacle 
in 2021 and will become part of Shipwreck Coast in 2022.






